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often quite conceptual: "We view
raw materials in a very emotional
and spontaneous way, without
really knowing which project they
could be used for.” And those proj-
ects have been multiplying, After 10
years, the former studio, a 1950
mechanics shop, became too small
tor 30 employees.

In the meantime, the motel was
sitting empty and alone, the pizza
café having been demolished a de-
cade before. The 1960's building
was based on the American model,
with external walkways that allowed
direct access to rooms on two sto-
ries. Now wittily rechristened the
Moitel, it offers 9,000 square feet,
including the
basement.

While add-
ing that 1"
to the neon
“MOTEL" sign
on the roof,
Atelier OF
respected
the original
architecture

of the front facade as much as pos-
sible. Plastic window blinds were re-
stored, balconies retained. (Though
the old plastic balcony railings made
way for new balustrades in punched,
corrugated sheet metal.) When choos-
ing materials for the interior, Atelier
i was keen to reference the "60's—
note the linoleum on the floor and
the ceilings that are actually perfo-
rated plaster but could be mistaken
for polystyrene. Lounge furniture,

all production pieceg by Atelier OF,
wouldn't look out of place ina '60's
house. Nor would the wool felt cur-
tains throughout.

Changes to the rear facade were
more radical. Atelier OF built it out 5
feet, transforming the external walk-
ways into glassed-in corridors lined,
on the quter side, with bays for dis-
playing work-in-progress. [0 a visk-
tor's eye, the contents of the bays
might look like site-specific artwork.
For an employee, they serve the more
practical purpose of show-and-tell.
"They allow us to get a sense of
everything that's going on, at the
same time, Each designer can also »

Upposite top: Ateller Orodded the o
the original neon "MOTEL” sign, Upposite
bottom: The firm’s sofo, chairs, and otto-

mans furnish the [sunos avenasknng fhi
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Top, from left: Although this epoxy
cogied concrete ramp appears o gaga-
end, the main entry is recessed to the
right. Frototype panels for the facode
of a Swarch buildir g in Switzerland's
Comelles-Lormmondreche stond in one of
the lrngleum-floared boys resenved fol

the disploy of werk-in-progress. Bottom:

'“I'“'_Iq'_"'ir! s rrrptel guest neoms Decamie
-\-'lll_'.|||r"|| II'|'|I|r.|"||'I:-"l."'\-
writh (inoleus tops and Sioroge concenied

Oy Woal [elf curtmns.

AUG. 10 INTERIDRDESIGNMET 191



- ¥ F ' i
S N S R i iy i R ¢

food O J § ¥ - &
f r By, B Py e L

LA

J L L A il o L
L A A A A AR AR A A

[
m—
e

—

e

- T

+d kg
o]
r‘-\_H_\"\.-

.

—
-
-
=y -,

]

'
ot

T

-.- T
AN P e

PRINC PSS GEFICES,

LN

SHARED W FICES

GUESF FOOad

DRSPLAY BLAYS

In all 13 bays used for disploy, o cefling
grille of painted metol maokes easy work
of suspending items. Rigicordes, an
installation in rope and metal, wos

developed for o Lausanne exhibition
presenting the winners of the Bourses
Fédéroles de Design,
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Opposite top: Enclosed in glass fromed
by powder-coated metal, the boys run

along the rear facade, Opposite bottom:

Staffers review plans in the stoinwell.

Top, from left: The multipurpose room
has a 17-foot ceiling. Atelier (V designed
the lomp ond the wardrobe in ane of
the two remaining quest rooms, where
wisitors ond intemns now stay. Bottem:
The linoleum-topped receplion desK
disploys mogazines.

discover ideas to develop for their
own projects,” Louis explains.
Larger, completed installations are
exhibited in the double-height multi-
purpose room, which also hosts lec-
tures and other presentations.

The basement contains the ar-
chives, a matenals library, and work-
shops, among them one for making
prototypes. Aboveground, the mo-
tel’s layout remains virtually the
same, due mostly to the fact that the
guest rooms’ walls are load-bearing.
Almaost all of these 13-foot-wide
spaces have now become a shared
or private office, a meeting room, a
library, or a copier room. The lunch-
room combines three guest rooms.

Two corner guest rooms, one on
each floor, are in fact still bedrooms
where visitors or interns often sleep.
“The Moitel is a place for exchanging
ideas, soit's important that people
can come stay with us,” Reymond
says. If they're hungry for pizza, how-
ever, they have to go elsewhere, =

FROJECT TEAM

ELECTRO-MATERIEL: LIGHTING COMSULTANT
GFELLEA LICHT- UMD TOMTECHMNIR: ALIIIYISAL
COWSULTAME VEHLLAT FHILIFPE ET SERGE: LANL-
SCAPING CONSULTANT. G¥H ST-BLAISE: STRUCTURAL,
LWL ENGINEER. HERALI HAUSTECHMIK: MEF,
HARTMANN + CO; LUGEIHBLHL W.; METALWORK
WIDER; WODWIRE. WEISS » APPETITD: CONCRETE
CONTRACTIR, DRTECH: GENERAL CONTHALTIR.

FRODULT SOURCES

FROM FROHT FOSCARIME: FENOANT FISTURE
[STAIRAELL] KVADRAT: LAMP SHAOE FABRL [MULTI
PURPISE], S0F8, CHAIR FABRIC |LOUMEGE], CURTAN
FABRIC. JURK NEDN: CUSTOM SIGRAGE [EXTERIGR).
MAGITHERM: PAINT. 888 TALIA: DTTOMANS |LOUNGE
ROTHLISBERGER SCHREINERET: SOFAS [LOUNGE],
WARDRGEE [ASEST ATOM . MONTANA BAUSYSTEME
SHELVING [BAYS], MELCO: CEILING FOTURES. 3C
SERYICE S CEILIG SYSTEM, WITRA: [HAIRS [OFFILE]
WOLFORD: LAMP SHADE FABRIC. WOGBE: HED, LAMP
[GUEST AOOM]. THROUGHOUT BLASTROSCH: CLS
TOM WIMDOWS. FORBO: FLOORING, TACKBIARD
SURFALING, DESKTOP SURFACING: BUSCHINI, PAINT
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